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THE MEANINGS OF THE ‘WISDOM’ AND THE ‘HIKMAT’: A PHILOSOPHICAL AND
ANALYTICAL DISCOURSE

Dr. Muhammad Igbal Shah !, Dr. Ali RazaTahir 2

Abstract

The words ‘Wisdom’ and ‘Hikmat’ are generally used as synonyms,
but in fact, they narrate different contents on epistemological
grounds. In critical analysis, they both belong to epistemology,
which is the branch of philosophy that deals with the questions
relating to the sources, clarification of the meanings and definition
of knowledge. On these grounds, this article proves that they are not
the same things but they are two different stages of the same field of
knowledge. Here the question of their status will be the focus on
etymological, epistemological, theological, and philosophical
basis.

These fields are necessary to be consulted because etymology is the
science that tells about how a word originates e.g. Hikmat or
Hikmah and how it evolved in various languages and how the same
meaning having different words took the present shape through ages
chronologically. Epistemology, which deals with the contents and
sources of knowledge e.g. what, is Hikmat? What are its sources?
How it is related to sense organs and how it is related to insight
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CZ?JE:E};“ instead of sensations and experimental knowledge? Theologically,
how ‘Hikmat' claims to be a source of knowledge which has no roots
License: in human experiences and how it can prove itself as above
’ rationalism and finally, philosophy is the subject that has a great
element of doubt in its investigations and it also claims to be a ‘lover
@ of wisdom’ or Hikmat, then how can it synchronize ‘doubt’ and
‘wisdom’ or ‘Hikmat’.
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Notes and references:

! ‘Philo’ means ‘Love’ and ‘Sophia’ means ‘Wisdom’ while ‘Philosophy’ means ‘Love for Wisdom’
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i https://www.banuri.edu.pk/readquestion/hakeem-ka-lafz-tabib-aur-doctor-k-lye-istemal-karna-200020/07-
01-2021
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*¥ Lindsay Jones, Encyclopedia of Religion. Vol. 14 (New York: Macmillan Reference, 2005), 9746.

The word “Wisdom™: The indo-European origin is ‘ueid’ that means seeing or perceiving. The Greek origin is
‘idein’ which stood for ‘idea’ while Latin equivalent is ‘videre’ that means ‘ ’fo see’. The German words are
‘weisheit’(wisdom), ‘Wissen’(knopwledge), ‘wissenschft’(science). The wisdom of any person depends on the one’s
seeing and due to this knowing. The wisdom is in fact a practical knowledge that shapes human behaviour towards the
‘world’. The Hebrew origin is ‘hokhmah’ based on ‘h k m’ that stood for ‘ability or skills’. The Akkadian
‘nemequ’ meant ‘skill and dexterity. The Greek word ‘sophia’ meant ‘skill or cleverness’ in any profession of life. In
the Akkadian language the word ‘ummau’ was used for the learned person or for the teacher of wisdom. In Arbic,
the word “AaSa’ is used for ‘wisdom’.

*v Lindsay Jones, Encyclopedia of Religion. Vol. 14 (New York: Macmillan Reference, 2005), 9747.

xi Bertrand Russell, History of Western Philosophy (New York: Routledge, 1996), 34

il ‘phronesis’ practical wisdom of everyday life while ‘Sophia’ (theoretical wisdom) which was related to
the ‘first things’.

il [ indsay Jones, Encyclopedia of Religion. Vol. 14 (New York: Macmillan Reference, 2005), 9747.

xix Robert Audi, Cambridge Dictionary of Philosophy (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,1999), 976.
** Robert Audi, Cambridge Dictionary of Philosophy (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,1999), 976.
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XV Al-Quran, (Al- Bagra, 2: 129)

xxvi Al-Quran, (Al- Imran 3: 164)

xxvii Al-Quran, (Al- Nisa 4: 113)

it Al-Quran, (Al- Zukhrf, 43: 63)

xxix Al-Quran, (Al- Bagqra, 2: 231)

**x Al-Quran, (Al- Bagra, 2: 269 )

xxi Al-Quran, (Al- Nisa, 4: 54)

xxxii Al-Quran, (Al- Bagqra, 2: 251)

xiiit Al-Quran, ( Lugmaan, 31: 12)

xxiv Al-Quran, (Al- Imran 3: 48)

XXxv_Al-Quran, (Al- Maa’yda 5: 110)
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v Al-Quran, (Al- Nisa 4: 113)
wxvit Al-Quran, (Al- Nahal, 16: 125)
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*I Thomas Patric Hughes, A Dictionary of Islam (Lahore: Premier Book House, 1964), 175.
XiA]-Quran. 2:272

*lit | indsay Jones, Encyclopedia of Religion. Vol. 14 (New York: Macmillan Reference, 2005), 9747.

*iii pike, E. Royston, Encyclopaedia of Religion and Religions (Bristol: Bennet Brodhers Itd., 1951), 396.
(Book of Wisdom or Wisdom of Solomon)

xliv Al-Quran, (Al-Yunus 10: 1)

XV Al-Quran, (Al-Noor 24: 18)
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