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 Abstract  

In recent years, there has been a major uptick in interest regarding the study of pragmatics 
in second language acquisition (SLA). This is mostly attributable to the critical function that 
pragmatics play in the development of efficient communication skills in a second language. 
Pragmatics is the study of language use in context, which includes the interpretation of meaning 
beyond the literal level, the use of language for a variety of goals, and the understanding of social 
norms and practices in communication. Pragmatics is often referred to as socio-pragmatics. 

The acquisition of pragmatics in a second language is crucial for learners in order for 
them to be capable of effectively conveying intended meanings and to avoid misunderstandings or 
misinterpretations in a variety of social circumstances. Additionally, the development of pragmatic 
competence in a second language is intimately linked to the learner's intercultural competence, 
which enables the learner to communicate effectively with persons whose linguistic and cultural 
backgrounds are distinct from their own. 

In research on second language acquisition (SLA), the function of pragmatics has been 
explored from a variety of viewpoints, such as its link with degrees of proficiency, the impact of 
teaching on the development of pragmatic skills, and the role of feedback and corrective feedback 
in the process of enhancing pragmatic competence. In addition, recent research has underlined 
the significance of including pragmatic training and intercultural communication in language 
learning curriculum in order to improve the communicative skills of language learners. 

In general, the significance of pragmatics in SLA is crucial, and its growth need to be 
prioritized in language teaching and learning in order to facilitate efficient communication and 
an understanding of other cultures. 

 

Keywords: Communication, Competence, Social Situation, Learning, and Teaching  

 

  



 

 
55 

 

INVERGE JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Volume 2 Issue 2, 2023 

https://invergejournals.com/ 
ISSN: 2959-4359 

  

Title: Significance of Pragmatics in Second Language Acquisition: Enhancing Communication and 
Intercultural Competence 

 

1. Introduction 

In our increasingly interconnected world, being able to speak fluently in a second language is 
becoming an increasingly valuable skill to possess. However, in order to communicate effectively 
in a second language, it is not enough to simply have a strong command of the language's grammar 
and vocabulary; one must also have a solid grasp of the language's pragmatics. Pragmatics is the 
study of language use in context, which includes the interpretation of meaning beyond the literal 
level, the use of language for a variety of goals, and the understanding of social norms and practices 
in communication. Pragmatics is often referred to as socio-pragmatics. Pragmatics is a subject of 
linguistics that investigates how humans transmit their meaning through the use of language in 
different settings. Understanding the meanings that go beyond the actual words, such as social 
cues, implicit meanings, and cultural references, is the focus of this field. Therefore, pragmatic 
competence is the ability to use language effectively in a variety of social circumstances, while 
taking into consideration the cultural norms and customs of the target language. In order to 
successfully communicate and interact with people of other cultures when using a second language 
(SLA), pragmatic competency is absolutely necessary. 

The process of acquiring a language that is not one's mother tongue is referred to as the 
acquisition of a second language (SLA). Learners of a second language not only need to master 
the grammatical structures of the target language, but also the skills necessary to communicate 
effectively in a variety of social settings. Because of this, pragmatic competence is one of the most 
important factors that contribute to successful SLA. If second language learners lack pragmatic 
competence, they may have difficulty comprehending and communicating effectively, which can 
lead to miscommunications, misunderstandings, and poor perceptions when interacting with 
people from other cultures. 

2. Literature Review  

In recent years, there has been an increasing interest in the role of pragmatics in SLA, notably in 
the enhancement of communication and intercultural competence. This interest has been spurred 
on by a number of factors. Intercultural competence, or the capacity to communicate and interact 
productively with people hailing from a variety of cultural backgrounds, is an essential component 
of second language acquisition (SLA). Intercultural competence entails being conscious of one's 
own cultural prejudices and assumptions, as well as having an awareness of and respect for other 
people's cultural traditions, as well as adjusting one's communication style and conventions to 
accommodate those of other cultures. Intercultural competence is not complete without 
pragmatism, which is the ability to understand and use language effectively in a variety of social 
circumstances while taking into consideration the cultural norms and customs of the target 
language. Pragmatic competence is an essential component of intercultural competence. 
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In the past few years, investigators have started looking at the connection that exists 
between pragmatics and intercultural competence in second language acquisition (SLA). 
According to a number of studies, improving one's pragmatic competence can help one become 
more inter-culturally competent. This, in turn, can lead to effective communication and 
constructive relationships across cultural lines. In addition, research has shown that learners' 
pragmatic ability, communication skills, and intercultural competence can all be improved by the 
explicit teaching of pragmatics in second language acquisition (SLA). 

The development of pragmatic competence in SLA, on the other hand, has its own unique 
set of obstacles. It is difficult for students of a second language to acquire their pragmatic ability 
since the rules and conventions of pragmatics can be difficult to understand and can vary greatly 
depending on the social environment and culture. In addition, the development of pragmatic 
competence could call for a high level of proficiency in the target language, which makes it 
difficult for students whose language skills are not yet very advanced. In addition, there is a 
possibility that language courses do not provide sufficient possibilities for the development of 
pragmatic competence as a result of a lack of clear instruction and assessment of linguistic 
pragmatism. 

As a result, it is absolutely necessary to respond to these issues and to offer specific training 
and evaluation of pragmatic competence in SLA. Second language learners can increase their 
pragmatic awareness, communication skills, and intercultural competence by doing so, which will 
ultimately lead to successful communication and good relationships across cultural boundaries. 
The development of pragmatic competence in different levels of language proficiency, the role of 
pragmatic competence in intercultural competence, and the effectiveness of different teaching 
approaches and materials in developing pragmatic competence could be the focus of future 
research in both pragmatics and SLA. 

3. The Function of Pragmatism  

Pragmatic competence, also known as the capacity to use one's native language in a manner that 
is both appropriate and effective in a variety of social contexts, is a key component for successful 
communication in a second language. Second language learners may have trouble conveying the 
meanings they seek to communicate if they lack pragmatic competence, which can lead to 
misunderstandings or misinterpretations in a variety of social settings. 

As a result, the study of pragmatics as it relates to the acquisition of a second language 
(SLA) has received a great deal of attention in recent years. This is because it is widely 
acknowledged as an essential component of both successful communication and an appreciation 
of different cultures. In this article, we will investigate the role of pragmatics in second language 
acquisition (SLA), as well as its influence on communication and intercultural competency. 
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In the first step of this process, we will investigate the connection that exists between different 
levels of proficiency and pragmatic competence in SLA. Research has indicated that students who 
have a higher level of proficiency in a second language also tend to have a higher level of pragmatic 
competence. This means that they are able to use language in a manner that is both more 
appropriate and more effective in a variety of social contexts. Learners who have a higher level of 
pragmatic competence also have a greater chance of being viewed as competent and self-assured 
communicators, a trait that can have beneficial effects in both the social and professional spheres. 

In the second part of this lesson, we will talk about the effect that instruction has on the 
development of pragmatic skills in SLA. It is possible for instruction to play a substantial part in 
the development of learners' pragmatic competence. This is because instruction can assist learners 
in acquiring the information and abilities necessary to use language effectively in a variety of 
social contexts. Nevertheless, the efficacy of training may vary based on a number of factors, 
including the type of instruction, the background of the learners, and the situation in which the 
instruction takes place. 

In the third and last step of this process, we will investigate the function that feedback, 
including corrective feedback, plays in enhancing pragmatic skill in SLA. Learners can benefit 
from receiving feedback because it can offer them with useful information on how to use language 
responsibly and successfully in a variety of social contexts, which in turn can aid in the 
development of their pragmatic competence. However, the usefulness of feedback may also 
depend on a variety of circumstances, such as the type of feedback, the personality of the learners, 
and the environment in which the feedback is given. 

In conclusion, we will talk about the significance of adding pragmatic education and 
intercultural communication into language learning curriculum in order to improve the 
communicative skills of language students. Learners can build their pragmatic competence with 
the assistance of pragmatic instruction, which provides them with the information and abilities 
necessary to use language in an acceptable manner across a variety of social contexts. Learners 
can also improve their communicative competence through intercultural communication since it 
equips them with the knowledge and skills essential to speak effectively with persons whose 
cultural and linguistic backgrounds are vastly different from their own. 

It is impossible to exaggerate how important pragmatics are in second language acquisition 
(SLA). Learners really need to work on developing their pragmatic competence if they want to be 
able to communicate successfully and steer clear of misconceptions or incorrect interpretations in 
a variety of social settings. In addition, the development of learners' pragmatic competence is 
intimately connected to their intercultural competence, which enables them to communicate 
effectively with others whose linguistic and cultural backgrounds are vastly different from their 
own. As a result, the role of pragmatics in SLA ought to be emphasised in language teaching and 
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learning in order to facilitate efficient communication and foster an understanding of other 
cultures. 

4. An Explanation of Pragmatics and an Analysis of Its Role in the Acquisition of a Second 
Language 

Pragmatics is a subfield of linguistics that investigates how humans communicate meaning through 
the use of language, and it is an extremely important component of the process of second language 
acquisition (SLA). Learners of a second language not only need to master the grammatical 
structures of the target language, but also the skills necessary to communicate effectively in a 
variety of social settings. According to Rose, Kasper, and Kellerman (2017), pragmatic 
competence is essential for successful communication in a second language as well as intercultural 
competence in that language. 

Understanding the meanings that go beyond the literal words is an essential part of 
pragmatics. These meanings include social cues, inferred meanings, and cultural references. In the 
context of learning a second language, the ability to understand and use language effectively in a 
variety of social circumstances while taking into consideration the cultural norms and conventions 
of the target language is referred to as pragmatic competence (Taguchi, 2017). If second language 
learners lack pragmatic competence, they may have difficulty comprehending and communicating 
effectively, which can lead to miscommunications, misunderstandings, and poor perceptions when 
interacting with people from other cultures. As a result, having a strong grasp of pragmatics is 
essential to having successful international conversations and communicating well in a second 
language. 

5. An Understanding of Intercultural Competence and the Role It Plays in the Acquiring of 
a Second Language 

According to Deardorff (2011), one of the most important aspects of learning a second language 
is developing one's intercultural competence. Intercultural competence can be defined as the 
capacity to communicate and engage effectively with individuals of other cultures. Intercultural 
competence entails being conscious of one's own cultural prejudices and assumptions, as well as 
having an awareness of and respect for other people's cultural traditions, as well as adjusting one's 
communication style and conventions to accommodate those of other cultures. According to 
Taguchi (2017), one of the most important aspects of intercultural competence is pragmatic 
competence. Pragmatic competence refers to the ability to understand and use language in an 
acceptable manner in a variety of social circumstances while taking into account the cultural norms 
and conventions of the target language. Therefore, if you want to improve your ability to interact 
successfully with people from other cultures and communicate effectively in a second language, 
strengthening your pragmatic competence is crucial. 
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5.1 Improving One's Capacity for Communication through Increased Awareness of Pragmatics 

According to Rose, Kasper, and Kellerman (2017), pragmatic awareness is the process of acquiring 
an understanding of how language is used in a variety of social circumstances and the ability to 
use language appropriately in order to accomplish communication goals. It is possible to build 
pragmatic awareness through receiving direct teaching, being exposed to actual language use, and 
engaging in practice in authentic communication contexts. Learners of a second language can 
improve their communication abilities, get an appreciation of cultural differences, and steer clear 
of misconceptions and miscommunications when interacting with people from other cultures if 
they cultivate a pragmatic awareness. 

According to Bardovi-Harlig (2017), the development of pragmatic competence might be 
difficult for students of second languages due to the complexity and diversity of pragmatic 
principles and norms in different social circumstances and cultures. In addition, the development 
of pragmatic competence could call for a high level of proficiency in the target language, which 
makes it difficult for students whose language skills are not yet very advanced. In addition, there 
may be an absence of specific training and assessment of pragmatic competence in language 
classrooms, which leads to a restricted number of possibilities for the development of pragmatic 
competence (Taguchi, 2017). The study of pragmatics is in a state of continuous development; it 
now incorporates a wide range of facets and points of view, all of which serve to improve our 
knowledge of language and communication in a variety of settings. It is a dynamic and varied field 
of research that continues to alter our understanding of the complex ways in which individuals use 
language to communicate meaning and connect with others in a variety of sociocultural settings 
(Dey, 2023). 

For this reason, addressing these problems and giving explicit training as well as 
assessment of pragmatic ability is necessary for successful acquisition of a second language. 

6. The Instruction of Pragmatics for Learners of a Second Language 

According to Rose, Kasper, and Kellerman (2017), teaching pragmatics include offering explicit 
education on how language is used in a variety of social circumstances, as well as how to use 
language correctly to accomplish communication goals. Teaching pragmatics can be incorporated 
into language curricula through the use of authentic materials, such as videos, audio recordings, 
and texts that depict real-life language use; and through task-based language teaching, which 
provides opportunities for learners to practice using language in real-world communication 
situations (Bardovi-Harlig, 2017). Authentic materials include things like videos, audio 
recordings, and texts that depict real-life language use. In addition, language instructors can 
provide feedback on their students' pragmatic competence through explicit assessment and 



 

 
60 

 

INVERGE JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Volume 2 Issue 2, 2023 

https://invergejournals.com/ 
ISSN: 2959-4359 

  

Title: Significance of Pragmatics in Second Language Acquisition: Enhancing Communication and 
Intercultural Competence 

 

evaluation, which can assist students in recognizing areas in which they need to improve and can 
allow them to develop a heightened pragmatic awareness. 

6.1 Future Research Directions in Pragmatics and the Acquisition of Second Languages 

The development of pragmatic competence in different levels of language proficiency, the role of 
pragmatic competence in intercultural competence, and the effectiveness of different teaching 
approaches and materials in developing pragmatic competence are all potential topics for future 
research in pragmatics and the acquisition of second languages (Taguchi, 2017). In addition, there 
is a need for additional study to investigate the connection between pragmatic competence and 
other components of language ability, such as vocabulary and grammar. In order to successfully 
communicate and interact with others from other cultures in a second language, pragmatic 
competence is an absolutely necessary component. Learners of a second language need to have an 
awareness of how language is used in a variety of social circumstances and how to use language 
effectively to accomplish communication goals in order to be successful. Second language learners 
can improve their pragmatic awareness, develop their communication skills, and prevent 
misunderstandings and miscommunications in intercultural encounters by receiving clear teaching, 
being exposed to authentic language use, and practicing in real-world communication scenarios. 
This is possible when they engage in meaningful practice in realistic communication 
circumstances.  

As a result, addressing the difficulties and giving clear training and assessment of 
pragmatic ability are required for successful acquisition of a second language. 

7. The Results and Further Considerations  

There has been a growing corpus of study on the development of pragmatic competence and its 
relationship with successful communication and intercultural competence in the context of second 
language acquisition (SLA). This arises as the role of pragmatics in second language acquisition 
(SLA) is being increasingly recognized. In the following paragraphs, we will talk about some of 
the most important discoveries and what those findings mean. 

7.1 The Importance of Pragmatic Competence in Effective Communication and Intercultural 
Capability: 

In the field of second language acquisition (SLA), pragmatic competence is extremely important 
for successful communication as well as intercultural competence. Research has demonstrated that 
pragmatic competence is necessary for attaining communication goals such as making requests, 
providing advice, and expressing emotions, amongst other things (Rose, 2017). In addition, 
pragmatic competence is essential for preventing misconceptions and miscommunications in 
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intercultural contacts, which are situations in which cultural differences and the usage of different 
languages can function as impediments to successful communication (Kasper & Rose, 2002). 

7.2 Problems That Can Arise During the Process of Developing Pragmatic Competence: 

There are obstacles to overcome in the process of developing pragmatic competence, despite the 
fact that SLA places a significant emphasis on pragmatic competence. According to Bardovi-
Harlig and Mahan-Taylor (2003), it can be difficult for students of a second language to acquire 
their pragmatic competence because the rules and conventions of pragmatic communication can 
be complicated and varied depending on the social situation and culture. In addition, the 
development of pragmatic competence may call for a high level of proficiency in the target 
language, which might make it difficult for students who have lower levels of proficiency 
(Economidou-Kogetsidis, 2011). In addition, there may be an absence of specific training and 
assessment of pragmatic competence in language schools, which leads to limited chances for the 
development of pragmatic competence (Bardovi-Harlig, 2017). 

7.3 How Effective Are Various Methods of Instruction and Learning Materials? 

The explicit teaching of pragmatics in second language acquisition (SLA) has been proven in 
studies to improve learners' pragmatic ability, as well as their communication skills and 
intercultural competence. It has been established that task-based language education is beneficial 
in fostering pragmatic competence (Rose & Kasper, 2001). Task-based language teaching provides 
opportunities for learners to experience using language in real-world communication settings and 
gives learners the chance to practice using language in those contexts. Learners can also improve 
their pragmatic awareness by being exposed to authentic language use, which might be in the form 
of movies, audio recordings, or texts that portray real-world language use (Taguchi, 2017). 

7.4 The Connection between Pragmatic Capability and the Other Facets of Language 
Proficiency: 

It is necessary to conduct additional studies in order to investigate the connection that exists 
between pragmatic competence and other components of language ability, such as vocabulary and 
grammar. It has been demonstrated through research that pragmatic competence is connected to 
total language proficiency; however, the precise nature of this connection deserves additional 
inquiry (Bardovi-Harlig, 2017). 

7.5 The Importance of Pragmatic Competence in the Development of Intercultural Competence: 

According to the findings of several studies, the improvement of one's intercultural competence 
can be facilitated by the cultivation of one's pragmatic competence. This, in turn, can pave the way 
for effective communication and constructive relationships across cultural boundaries. According 
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to Byram (1997), intercultural competence entails being conscious of one's own cultural prejudices 
and preconceptions, as well as having an awareness of and respect for other people's cultural 
traditions and practices, as well as adjusting one's communication style and norms to accommodate 
those of other cultures. According to Bardovi-Harlig and Mahan-Taylor (2003), one of the most 
important aspects of intercultural competence is pragmatic competence. Pragmatic competence 
refers to the ability to understand and use language in an acceptable manner in a variety of social 
circumstances while taking into account the cultural norms and conventions of the target language. 

It should come as no surprise that pragmatic competence is important in SLA given that it 
is one of the most important factors in effective communication and intercultural competence. The 
development of pragmatic competence, on the other hand, is not without its difficulties. These 
difficulties include the complexity and variability of pragmatic rules and norms, the requirement 
of a high level of proficiency in the target language, and the absence of explicit instruction and 
assessment of pragmatic competence in language classrooms. Despite this, studies have 
demonstrated that explicit instruction in conjunction with exposure to real-world language usage 
is an effective method for acquiring pragmatic competence. Additional research is needed to 
investigate both the relationship that exists between pragmatic competence and the other 
components of language proficiency, as well as the function that pragmatic competence plays in 
terms of intercultural competence. In spite of this, it is abundantly obvious that cultivating 
pragmatic competence is essential for effective communication as well as beneficial connections 
across cultural boundaries. 

The findings of the research on pragmatics in SLA have a number of important 
consequences, one of the most important of which is the requirement for more explicit education 
and assessment of pragmatic ability in language courses. According to Bardovi-Harlig (2017), "in 
order for pragmatic competence to be developed in a systematic and principled manner, it must be 
explicitly addressed in language instruction" (p. 273). Bardovi-Harlig (2017). This includes 
exposing learners to authentic language use that represents the cultural norms and customs of the 
language they are trying to acquire as well as giving students with opportunity to practice using 
language in authentic communication scenarios drawn from the real world. 

A further implication is the significance of teaching students how to navigate different 
cultural contexts in addition to developing their practical skills. Byram's model of intercultural 
competence from 1997 places an emphasis on the significance of recognizing and respecting 
cultural differences, adjusting to diverse communication styles and conventions, and being 
conscious of one's own cultural biases and preconceptions in order to be considered interculturally 
competent. Learners will need to work on developing not just their pragmatic competence but also 
their cultural knowledge and awareness in order to fulfill this requirement. Language instruction 
that incorporates the development of intercultural competence can assist students in negotiating 
the effects of cultural differences and improve their general capacity for communication. 
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The value of pragmatics in second language acquisition for the improvement of 
communication and intercultural competence is abundantly recognized. Building up your 
pragmatic skills is really necessary if you want to accomplish your communication objectives and 
steer clear of misunderstandings in intercultural exchanges. Learners' pragmatic ability can be 
effectively improved through explicit instruction and exposure to real-world applications of the 
target language, despite the fact that the development of pragmatism is fraught with difficulties. In 
addition, improving learners' intercultural competence in addition to their pragmatic competence 
is vital for achieving success in communicating and having positive interactions across cultural 
boundaries. 

8. Conclusion  

In conclusion, the importance of pragmatics in the process of learning a second language cannot 
be emphasized enough. Pragmatic competence is an essential component of effective 
communication and is one of the most important factors in fruitful contacts across cultural 
boundaries. For the sake of attaining communication goals and preventing misunderstandings, it 
is vital to possess both the ability to use language in an acceptable manner in a variety of 
circumstances and the understanding of the social and cultural implications of language use. 

The field of pragmatics has conducted research that has uncovered several obstacles that 
must be overcome in order to develop pragmatic competence. Some of these obstacles include the 
complexity and variability of pragmatic phenomena, individual differences in learners' pragmatic 
competence, and a lack of explicit instruction and assessment of pragmatic competence in 
language classrooms. On the other hand, there is evidence to suggest that explicit training and 
exposure to real-world applications of language can be effective ways to promote pragmatic 
competence. 

In addition, additional research is required to investigate the relationship between 
pragmatic competence and other characteristics of language competency, as well as the function 
of pragmatic competence in the development of intercultural competence. It is essential to have an 
understanding of the relationship between pragmatic competence and other facets of language 
competency, such as knowledge of vocabulary, syntactic complexity, and the structuring of 
discourse. Additionally, it is essential to explore the role that pragmatic competence plays in 
achieving intercultural competence. 

The development of intercultural competence and pragmatic competence can be integrated 
into language training to provide students with the essential tools and techniques to negotiate 
cultural differences and achieve effective communication. Learners can simultaneously develop 
their pragmatic competence and their intercultural competence if they are given opportunities to 
practice using language in real-world communication situations and exposure to authentic 



 

 
64 

 

INVERGE JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Volume 2 Issue 2, 2023 

https://invergejournals.com/ 
ISSN: 2959-4359 

  

Title: Significance of Pragmatics in Second Language Acquisition: Enhancing Communication and 
Intercultural Competence 

 

language use that reflects the cultural norms and conventions of the target language. This allows 
learners to develop their intercultural competence more quickly. 

It should come as no surprise that the study of pragmatics in SLA is significant for 
developing communication and intercultural skills. Building up your pragmatic skills is really 
necessary if you want to accomplish your communication objectives and steer clear of 
misunderstandings in intercultural exchanges. Learners' pragmatic ability can be effectively 
improved through explicit instruction and exposure to real-world applications of the target 
language, despite the fact that the development of pragmatism is fraught with difficulties. In 
addition, improving learners' intercultural competence in addition to their pragmatic competence 
is vital for achieving success in communicating and having positive interactions across cultural 
boundaries. 
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